Fun and Games with the Finns & —E, 33X

When we think of Finnish contributions to the world, communications giant Nokia would certainly rank
highly. However, on a trip to Finland, you might be surprised to stumble across people not talking into their
cellphones, but, rather, hurling them javelin-style as far as they can. Why? Because they are taking part in

the Finnish summer games — Finland’s wacky answer to the Olympics.
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Aside from cellphone throwing, wife carrying has emerged as one of the most popular of fifty or so

championships that make up the summer games. The rules are straightforward: competitors carry their
wives on their backs and make it as fast as they can over an obstacle course. Then woman must weigh at
least 49 kg and, for the winner, will be worth her weight in beer — the unusual but very welcome prize!
Organizers claim this absurd event has historical roots. In the nineteenth century, the robber Ronkainan
tested new gang members by making them carry a heavy load over a similar course. Then, there is an older

tribal practice of wife stealing. Perhaps due to the latter, competitors needn’t enter with their own wives!
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If you aspire to rock stardom rather than following in the footsteps of a robber, the Air Guitar
Championships may be for you. As the name suggests, actual guitars play no role in the competition, with
entrants merely pretending to play legendary electric guitar solos. Contestants are judged on how realistic
their performance is as well as stage presence, and recent champs have come from as far away as the U.S.
and Japan.
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Perhaps it’s because of their long, harsh winter that the eccentric Finns have found such a unique way of
cutting loose when summer finally arrives. But, whatever the reason, the novel games have boosted
tourism, attracting thousands of foreign visitors and participants annually, and made their way into the

hearts of fun-lovers worldwide.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nokia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile_phone_throwing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_guitar
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—by Claire Tyrrel

Vocabulary

stumble across: TEF RI; HIR KL to find someone or something, usually by accident
straightforward [ stret * forwa-d] adj. fiif(1); SR

obstacle [ * abstek!] n. [Ef§ (#)

claim [klem]v. H#, FHK
absurd[ob * sad] adj. 7B AN

aspire [0 ~ sparr] v. [AfE; 1A K& [to/after][+to-v]

=

follow in someone's footsteps %(1/i;*5... 522
legendary [ * led3end er1] adj. f&iif; 1LarH
realistic [r1o ° listik] adj. JEEK)

harsh [harf] adj. ™E:F), HHH

eccentric [1k ~ sentrik] adj. (A, 17 8%) HEEK
unique [ju " nik] adj. F—7E K SR

novel [ > nav!] adj. #i; HiEUTR; HATHY

boost [bust] v. #fzh: fEik

More Information

Finnish [~ fin1f] adj. 4522 (A) 1)

communication [ke mjuns " kefen] n. it

hurl [had] v. % /78048

javelin [~ dzeeviin] n. GzshiHE) ik

wacky [ * weeki] adj. [AEIEZRY ICBRUER T, AR

championship [ * tfzempren fip] n. #ibr3E

course [kors] n. (GEZE[)) BEiE; MLk

robber [ " raba] n. #EE, R

stardom [ * stardem] n. B f{jHAT

entrant [ ~ entront] n. SintLEH

contestant [ken " testont] n. BN 3EE, fMidH

stage presence: % I a performance skill, the ability to command the attention of the audience,
through a quality performance

champ [tfeemp] n. [171) &%, HEH

cutloose: [11] (f73h. ¥iih%)EH, 2K to behave in a way that is free and relaxed, especially when you are
enjoying yourself

make one’s way into: f7it; i A\ go in a particular direction or to a particular destination

load [lod] n. (%, N5/ 5787



